[Roaming through methodology. XXX. The capture-recapture method].
The capture-recapture method is useful for the estimation of the incidence and prevalence of a disease if there exist multiple lists that can be linked. Some assumptions have to be fulfilled for the estimate to be adequate. For example, for every list every individual should have the same probability to be on the list, and the lists should be independent. In case of two lists one has to assume that these are independent in order to get an estimate. When three or more lists are available this strong assumption may be mitigated.